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The Global Trends in Drug Use 



Drug use 



Trends in the annual prevalence of drug use, 
 2009-2013 

Source: UNODC, responses to annual report questionnaire. 
Note: Based on the estimated percentage of adults (aged 15-64) who have used the substance in the past year 
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Drug use 



Global average 



Drug related deaths linked to opioid abuse in the USA 



Gender 





Global seizures, by drug and region (number of cases) 2005-2008 and 2009-2013 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

2
0

0
5

-2
0

0
8

 

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
3

 

2
0

0
5

-2
0

0
8

 

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
3

 

2
0

0
5

-2
0

0
8

 

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
3

 

2
0

0
5

-2
0

0
8

 

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
3

 

2
0

0
5

-2
0

0
8

 

2
0

0
9

-2
0

1
3

 

Americas  Europe  Oceania  Africa Asia 

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 

Number of cannabis 
resin seizure cases 

Number of herbal 
cannabis seizure 
cases 

Number of ATS 
seizure cases 

Number of cocaine 
seizure cases 

Number of heroin 
and illicit morphine 
seizure cases 



Mode of transportation reported in individual drug seizure cases,  
2006-2008 and 2009-2014 



Geographical location of Alternative Development  



Drivers of illicit cultivation Challenges of alternative 
development  

• No single factor and location/ 
household specific 

• Characteristics of the illicit crop 
(agronomic, durability, profit)  

• Infrastructures and socio-
economic opportunities 

• Environment  

• Rule of Law and governance  

• Marginalization  

• Poverty 

• Isolated areas 

• Limited government control  

• Insecurity 



Impact of Alternative Development 



Harm Reduction 

Prevention and drug control 



Pre-school intervention 
Skills training programmes for 
students and parents 





Prevalence of HIV among people who inject drugs 
1.7 million PWID living with HIV 



PWID have limited access to ART   

< 5 PWID received ART  
per 100 HIV-positive PWID 

Source:  Bradley M Mathers, Louisa Degenhardt, Hammad Ali, Lucas Wiessing, Matthew Hickman, Richard P Mattick, Bronwyn Myers, Atul Ambekar, 
Steff anie A Strathdee, for the 2009 Reference Group to the UN on HIV and Injecting Drug Use. HIV prevention, treatment, and care services for 
people who inject drugs: a systematic review of global, regional, and national coverage. Lancet 2010; 375: 1014–28 Published Online March 1, 2010 

 



International Drug Control 
Conventions 

1961: Single 
Convention on 
Narcotic Drugs 

1988 : United 
Nations 

Convention Against 
Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 
Drugs & Psychotropic 

Substances 

1971: 
Convention on 
Psychotropic 
Substances 

“concerned 
with the health 
and welfare of 

mankind” 

Parties to the 
Convention are… 

Purpose: 
 
1) Ensure availability of 

controlled substances for 
medical purposes 

2)  Protect the health of the 
population 
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